
 

 

December 20, 2012 

 

The Honorable Michael Froman  

Deputy National Security Advisor for International Economic Affairs  

The White House  

Washington, DC 20510  

 

 

Dear Mr. Froman:  

 

In light of continued reports of insistence by the European Union (EU) to include geographical indications 

(GIs) in any U.S.-EU trade agreement, we write to you on behalf of the U.S. dairy, wine and packaged foods 

industries to express our concerns regarding how that topic, as well as related restrictions on the use of 

“traditional terms” (TTs), may be dealt with if such an agreement moves forward.  Our members include 

America’s wine makers, cheese makers and the farmers supplying them with raw materials, most of which 

are small and medium sized businesses located in rural areas across the country.   

 

Our organizations support an ambitious and comprehensive trade agreement with the EU that would 

remove both tariff and nontariff barriers to U.S. wine and dairy exports to the EU.  We believe that much 

could be gained from such a negotiation if properly handled, and if the aim is truly a removal of all types of 

barriers to trade and competition.  Towards that end, however, the structure of negotiations in key areas is 

critical and nowhere more so than in the area of GIs and TTs.   

 

In our view, these topics must be dealt with in an entirely separate undertaking in order to ensure that 

we truly find a mutually agreeable outcome on these historically contentious issues. 

 

For several years now, the EU has been working to monopolize usage of certain wine and food terms that 

the U.S. and many other countries regard as generic.  It is, however, thanks to waves of European 

immigrants over the years that the U.S. and other New World countries in particular share many of the 

same culinary traditions and terminology.  These terms have been used legally and in good faith for 

generations within the U.S.  However, the recently leaked EU-Canada Free Trade Agreement negotiating 

recommendations on GIs (see link at http://www.lapresse.ca/html/1633/Document_UE_3.pdf) make 

abundantly clear that the EU does not accept a country’s independent assessment of generic status for key 

product names within the GI debate.  We are greatly concerned that the EU would aggressively pursue the 

same approach with the U.S.   

 

The U.S. successfully negotiated a Wine Agreement with the EU only six years ago that found a common 

ground approach on this and other related wine terminology issues.  The stand-alone nature of that 

agreement provided the necessary incentive to the EU to find ways to also address U.S. wine industry 

concerns.  (Although similar outcomes would not be acceptable in the dairy sector for various reasons, it is 

clear that the isolated structure of those bilateral wine discussions was vital to the ability to find a package 

that led to a successful agreement in the areas that were covered.)  This format of conducting separate GI 

discussions, designed to encourage a win-win outcome if one can be found, should be upheld for 

discussions on both food and beverages and wines and spirits if the U.S. and EU move forward with trade 

negotiations.   

 

In the context of GIs and TTs, it is the U.S. that faces wide-ranging and serious nontariff trade barriers while 

the U.S. market is open to competition from the EU.  For example, the EU has registered many GIs through 

our trademark system, including for well-known terms such as Parmigiano Reggiano and Cognac.   Not only 



 

 

can the EU sell these products in the U.S. under their rightful names, but it also has exclusive intellectual 

property protection for use of that full GI, as it should.   

 

In contrast, the EU restricts within its territory several widely-used adjectives such as ruby and chateau, and 

bans non-EU producers from using common names such as feta and parmesan.  It is the EU that enjoys a 

trade surplus of over $1 billion with the U.S. in dairy products and more than $2.5 billion in wines.  Given 

these facts, it is clear which industries face the true trade and regulatory restrictions. 

 

We are tremendously appreciative of the hard-working and highly talented staff within USDA’s Foreign 

Agricultural Service, the Patent & Trademark Office, the Commerce Department, and particularly the U.S. 

Trade Representative’s Office and the Treasury Department’s Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau, 

that have worked so closely with our industries to defend U.S. interests within the GI context.   Their 

excellent work on GI and TT matters of concern to the U.S. wine and dairy sectors has helped to spearhead 

global resistance efforts to the most egregious aspects of the EU’s over-reaching approach in these areas.   

 

We respectfully urge the administration to further advance this important work by ensuring that any U.S.-

EU discussions on GIs and TTs occur in a separate forum, untied in any way to broader transatlantic 

negotiations.  Only this approach offers the possibility of an outcome that could meaningfully address both 

sides’ concerns on this matter.      

 

Sincerely, 

 

American Farm Bureau Federation  Consortium for Common Food Names 

Grocery Manufacturers of America      National Council of Farmer Cooperatives  

National Milk Producers Federation   U.S. Dairy Export Council     

Wine America     Wine Institute 

 

cc:   

Ambassador Kirk, U.S. Trade Representative’s Office 

Secretary Tom Vilsack, U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Acting Secretary Rebecca Blank, U.S. Department of Commerce 

Chairman Max Baucus, Senate Finance Committee 

Chairman Dave Camp, House Ways and Means Committee 

Chairwoman Debbie Stabenow, Senate Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry Committee 

Chairman Frank Lucas, House Agriculture Committee 

Ranking Member Orrin Hatch, Senate Finance Committee 

Ranking Member Sandy Levin, House Ways and Means Committee 

Ranking Member Pat Roberts, Senate Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry Committee 

Ranking Member Collin Peterson, House Agriculture Committee 

Co-Chairman Joe Courtney, Congressional Dairy Farmer Caucus  

Co-Chairman Dan Lungren, Congressional Wine Caucus 

Co-Chairman Devin Nunes, Congressional Dairy Farmer Caucus  

Co-Chairman Tom Petri, Congressional Dairy Farmer Caucus  

Co-Chairman Mike Simpson, Congressional Dairy Farmer Caucus  

Co-Chairman Mike Thompson, Congressional Wine Caucus 

Co-Chairman Tim Walz, Congressional Dairy Farmer Caucus  

Co-Chairman Peter Welch, Congressional Dairy Farmer Caucus  

 


